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WARREN RUDA / THE CITIZENS' VOICE Joseph Olesky, a resident at Riverstreet Manor, reads his statement on possible Medicare cuts as Ron Patti, Riverstreet Manor administrator, looks on. The center hosted a press conference Thursday to urge state Congressional delegates to oppose the proposed cuts.




WARREN RUDA / THE CITIZENS' VOICE Mike Koury, left, whose mother is a Riverside Manor resident; Sherri Toland, center, certified nursing assistant; and Joseph Olesky, resident at Riverstreet Manor, sign the petition Thursday.

WILKES-BARRE - Joseph Olesky, who suffered a stroke and is confined to a wheelchair, was the first to sign a petition Thursday at Riverstreet Manor urging members of the Pennsylvania Congressional delegation to stop Medicare cuts.

He joined other Riverstreet Manor residents, their family members and staff, and members of a national coalition of nursing home caregivers at a press conference where they warned that Medicare cuts would lead to job cuts and could harm patient care programs for seniors. 

"We need more of us, not fewer," said Sherri Toland, a certified nursing assistant at Riverstreet Manor, the second to sign the petition. "These Medicare cuts, should they be enacted, would be very devastating." 

According the Coalition to Protect Senior Care, cuts in Pennsylvania alone amount to nearly $2.1 billion. Pennsylvania is one of 15 states to lose billions of dollars in Medicare funding under a health care reform bill.

Proposals in Congress would cut Medicare funding for seniors in nursing homes nationwide by more than $32 billion over 10 years in addition to the $12 billion in cuts already imposed in July. House members are expected to voted on the bill next week. 

"We are alarmed by the Medicare cuts to the long-term care industry, including the health care reform legislation currently in the House of Representatives," said Ron Patti, administrator at Riverstreet Manor. "Pennsylvania ranks seventh in the nation by getting hardest hit by these Medicare cuts."

Lisa Cantrell, president of the National Association of Health Care Assistants, said she supports health care reform, but doesn't understand how severe Medicare cuts will make improvements. Since Medicare cuts would lead to cuts in staff, Cantrell warned that would have a direct negative impact on patient care.

"Make no mistake. That is what the House bill will do," Cantrell said.

