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National Seniors Coalition Praises Bipartisan Senate Effort to Halt CMS Medicare Regulation As Congress Considers Health Reform Legislation

New Letters to HHS Sec. Sebelius From Sens. Stabenow, Wyden, Hagan, Crapo, Carper, Mikulski, Merkley, Lincoln and Roberts Underscore Imminent Threat to Seniors’ Care, Nation’s Direct Care Workforce

Washington, D.C. – The Coalition to Protect Senior Care (CPSC) today praised and thanked a bipartisan group of U.S. Senators for sending new letters to Health and Human Services (HHS) Sec. Kathleen Sebelius warning that Medicare beneficiaries’ ongoing access to quality nursing home care is threatened on multiple fronts, and that the negative impact of Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) funding reductions should be viewed “in combination, not isolation” as the health care reform process proceeds. 

In one letter to HHS Sec. Sebelius from U.S. Senators Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Mike Crapo (R-ID), Kay Hagan, (D-NC), Tom Carper (D-DE), Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) and Jeff Merkley (D-OR), lawmakers state, “We are deeply concerned that access to high quality skilled nursing home care for America’s seniors will be threatened if the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) goes forward with a proposed regulation that will drastically cut Medicare funding for skilled nursing facilities (SNFs). This proposal will reduce Medicare payments to SNF’s by a projected $16 billion over ten years, and we are concerned such cuts could jeopardize patient care as well as many as 30,000 jobs… At the same time Congress is undertaking a historic reform of the health care system that may include potential changes to SNF reimbursement policies, we must consider the effects of these changes in combination, not isolation…  We hope that the Administration could withhold the issuance of the final rule while Congress considers health care. Holding the rule will allow us to work collaboratively with the skilled nursing community in a comprehensive manner.”  

In another letter to Sec. Sebelius from U.S. Senators Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) and Pat Roberts (R-KS), they say, “As CMS finalizes its proposal to recalibrate and reduce Medicare funding for SNF care based upon a budget forecast error, we ask that the Agency take the proposal’s impact on SNF’s into careful consideration and ensure that these changes do not hinder access to quality nursing and rehabilitative care.” 

Lisa Cantrell, a co-founder of the National Association of Health Care Assistants (NAHCA), and a national spokesperson for the CPSC, said the threat to seniors’ Medicare-financed nursing home care and the nation’s direct care workforce posed by the CMS regulation and the steep funding reductions contained in pending versions of health reform legislation requires urgent attention. “We thank these key Senate leaders for shining a bipartisan spotlight on the imminent threat posed to seniors’ nursing home care and front line caregivers’ jobs as the CMS rule is scheduled to go into effect in just days. CPSC is and will remain a strong supporter of broad-based health reform, but we urgently need the Obama Administration and congressional leaders to act upon the fact our workforce and seniors under our care are facing disproportionate and potentially disastrous funding cuts that will devastate and destabilize the long term care sector for years to come.”

The Coalition to Protect Senior Care is comprised of the American Association for Long Term Care Nursing (AALTCN); the American College of Health Care Administrators (ACHCA); the American Association of Nurse Assessment Coordinators (AANAC); the National Rural Health Association (NRHA); the American Association of Nurse Executives (AANEX); the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA); the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA); the American Society of Health Care Administration Executives (ASHCAE); the American Health Care Association (AHCA); the American Health Quality Association (AHQA); the National Association for the Support of Long Term Care (NASL); the National Association of Health Care Assistants (NAHCA); the Alliance for Quality Nursing Home Care; the Coalition of Women in Long Term Care (COWL); and the Nurse Executive Council.
